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“Fear not to approach Mary; nothing about her is severe or 


appalling; she is all clemency and sweetness. 


Perfect benignity and 


graciousness belong to her nature. Everything in her is mildness 


and mercy.” 


St. Bernard. 
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Child of Mary. 





“ bild of Mary!’’ Name of bonor, 
Prouder far than kingly crown, 
God himself to win that title 
From His heavenly throne came down; 
Ke, the First-born Child of Mary, 
Calls us to His Mother’s side, 
Shares with us His dearest treasure, 
“Mother! twas for these T died.’’ 


“Child of Mary!’ May my feelings, 
Thoughts, words, deeds, and desires, 
All befit a lowly creature 
Who to such high name aspires. 
Ne’er shall sin (for sin could only) 
From my sinless Mother sever— 
Mary’s child till death shall call me, 
Child of Mary then forever. 


O Immaculate, unfallen, 
Tarnished by no breath of sin! 
Yet T dare to call thee ‘Mother !’’ 

Open, Mother, let me in! 
Thou of Mercy’s self art Mother, 
Find thy heart is meek and mild, 
Open wide thy arms and take me 
Ais a mother takes her child. 
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Holy Communion and Tts Frequent Reception. 





Passages from Roly Scripture. 
nN holy communion we receive the flesh and blood of Jesus. 
‘For My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink in- 
deed.’’ (John x1. 56.) ‘‘Except you eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink His blood, you shall not have life 
in you.’’ (John x1. 54. ) 
Selections from the Fathers. 


Isidore of Pelusium: ‘‘Holy communion is a unton with 
Jesus Christ. The reception of the divine mysteries in the most 
Holy Sacrament is termed communion, because it affords us a 
union with God, and makes us participants of His kingdom. 

St. John Damascene: ‘‘This sacrament unites us with Christ, 
makes us sharers of His flesh and His divinity, and reconciles, 
unites, and gathers us in Christ as in one body. 

St. Cyprian: “‘We must receive holy communion often, for the 
spirit lacks strength and courage when the most Holy Sacrament 
of the Altar does not support it, strengthen and inflame it. 

St. Basil: ‘‘To communicate every day and have a share in 
the sacred body and blood of Jesus Christ is good and profitable, 
as He Himself says in plain words: ‘“‘He that eateth My flesh 
and drinketh My blood has everlasting life.’’ 

Ratherius, Bishop of Verona, writing to a certain Patricus, 
says: ‘It pains me that you understand so imperfectly the Sac- 
rament of the Lord’s Supper, which you receive every day. If it 
is only through an error of your senses that you hold it to be 
merely a symbol, it would be proper for us rather to pity your 
mistake than to blame it. Believe me, dear brother, just as at 
the wedding feast in Cana of Galilee the water was changed into 
real and not figurative wine, so inthe Holy Eucharist the wine is 
changed, not into figurative, but into the real blood of Christ, 
and the bread into His true flesh.’’ 

St. Ambrose: ‘‘Receive the Eucharist every day if permit- 
ted, so that each day it may become useful to you.”’ 

St. Jerome: ‘‘In the Lord’s prayer we ask for the living 
bread descended from heaven, in order that we may merit to 
receive every day in this life that supersubstantial food, which 
we shall receive forever in the next.’’ 

St. Augustine: ‘‘The Eucharist is your daily bread; neces- 
sary for this life.’’ 











ut 
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Be Not Easily Deterred from Approaching the Cable of the Lord. 


(Admonitions of Thomas a Kempis. ) 


Kasten often to the Fountain of Grace. 


Thou oughtest often to have recourse to the fountain of 
grace and of divine mercy, to the fountain of all goodness and all 
purity, that thou mayest be healed of thy passions and vices, and 
mayest deserve to be made stronger and more vigilant against 
all the temptations and deceits of the devil. The enemy, 
knowing the very great fruit and remedy contained in the holy 
Communion, striveth by every method and occasion, as far as 
he is able, to withdraw and hinder faithful and devout persons 


from it. 
Suffer the Worst Assaults. 


For when some are disposed to prepare themselves for the 
sacred Communion, they suffer the worst assaults and illusions 
of Satan. This wicked spirit himself, as it is written in Job, 
cometh amongst the sons of God, to tronble them with his 
accustomed malice, or to make them over-fearful and perplexed; 
that so he may diminish their devotion, or by his assaults take 
away their faith if haply they may altogether forbear Commu- 
nion, or approach with tepidity. But not the least regard must 
be had to his wiles and suggestions, be they ever so shameful and 
abominable; but all such imaginations are to be turned back 
upon his own head. The wretch must be contemned and scorn- 
ed; nor is holy Communion to be omitted on account of any 
assaults and commotions which he may awaken. 


Too Great Anxiety. 


Oftentimes also a person is hindered by too great a solicitude 
for having devotion, and a certain anxiety about making con- 
fession. Follow herein the counsel of the wise, and lay aside all 
anxiety and scruple; for it impedeth the grace of God, and 
destroyeth the devotion of the mind. Abandon not the holy 
Communion for every trifling perturbation and heaviness; but go 
quickly to confession, and willingly forgive others their offences. 
And if thou hast offended any one, humbly crave pardon, and 
God will readily forgive thee. 


Delay Not Confession and Communion. 


What doth it avail thee to delay for a longer time thy 
confession, or to put off the holy communion? Purge thyself as 
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soon as possible, spit out the poison quickly, make haste to take 
the remedy, and thou wilt find it better for thee than if thou 
hadst deferred it for a longer time. If to-day thou lettest it 
alone for this cause, to-morrow, perhaps, some greater will fall 
out; and so thou mayest be hindered a long time from Com- 
munion, and become more unfit. 

As quickly as thou canst, shake off present heaviness and 
sloth; for it is to no purpose to continue long in uneasiness, to 
pass a long time in unquietness, and for these daily impedi- 
ments to withdraw thyself from the divine mysteries. Yea, 
rather, it is very hurtful to delay Communion long; for this 
usually bringeth on a heavy slothfulness. Alas, some tepid and 
lax persons readily take occasion to delay going to their con- 
fession, and desire that their sacred Communion should be 
therefore deferred, lest they be obliged to give themselves to 
greater watchfulness. 


Kappy he, who well disposed Communicates Daily. 


Ah, how little charity and what slender devotion have they 
who so easily put off holy Communion! How happy is he, and 
how acceptable to God, who so liveth, and keepeth his conscience 
in such purity, as to be prepared and will disposed to commu- 
nicate every day, were it permitted to him, and he might pass 
without observation! If sometimes a person abstaineth out of 
humility, or from some legitimate preventing cause, he is to be 
commended for reverence. But if sloth creep in upon him, he 
must bestir himself and do what lieth in him, and the Lord will 
second his design according to his good will, which He chiefly 


regardeth. 
Devout Desire. 


And when indeed he is lawfully hindered, he should yet 
always have a good will and a pious intention of communicating, 
and so he will not be without the fruit of the Sacrament. For 
every devout person may every day and every hour, without any 
prohibition, approach to a spiritual communion with Christ with 
much profit. And yet on certain days and at appointed times 
he ought to receive sacramentally, with an affectionate reverence, 
the body of his Redeemer; and rather aim at the praise and 
honor of God than seek his own consolation. For as often as 
he communicateth mystically and is invisibly refreshed, so often 
doth he devoutly celebrate the Mystery of Christ’s Incarnation 
and Passion, and is inflamed with His love. 
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Examples of Frequent Communion. 





Concerning the first Christians at Jerusalem, we read in the 
Acts of the Apostles ii. 46: ‘“‘Continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they 
took their meat with gladness.” Thus their Communion was of 
every day—a custom that endured for centuries. Every time 
that the holy sacrifice of the Mass was offered up all the laity 
who were present went to Communion. 

In times of persecution the Christians used to carry the 
Blessed Sacrament to their homes, so that early in the morning, 
before entering on the duties of the day, they could strengthen 
themselves by receiving. 

This is shown from the advice given by Tertullian to a Chris- 
tian maiden to dissuade her from marrying a heathen. He 
says: ‘‘How will you be able to keep concealed from the eyes 
of your husband that which you receive early in the morning, 
before any other nourishment?” 

In the Scythian deserts there lived many thousand hermits, 
who were at once in community and solitude, for they dwelt 
singly in their cells, without any intercourse with each other 
and on Sundays they assembled in common for divine worship 
and to receive each time the holy Communion. 

The Order of St. Benedict, founded in the sixth century, 
embraced not only priests, but laymen also. According to the 
rule of the order, these latter were to receive Communion every 
day. 

In Germany, the Capitularies of Charlemagne, which were 
the laws by which he regulated spiritual and temporal affairs, 
insisted strictly on frequent Communion. One of these laws 
says: ‘‘We have decreed that every one of the faithful shall 
communicate every Sunday if possible.’’ 

It was chiefly from holy Communion that the saints in all 
ages secured the graces and favors which they enjoyed. St. 
Mechtilde went almost every day to Communion. St. Catherine 
of Siena was sick the day she could not goto Communion. St. 
Teresa assures us that during the space of forty years she was 
never perfectly well except at the moment of Communion. 

St. Nicholas of Flue lived for many years on no other food 
but the sacramental species. One day the Bishop of Constance 
sent to him some priests with a command that he should partake 
of some food. Nicholas in his humility and meekness tried to 
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obey, buat he was seized with such illness that he could not 
retain the food on his stomach, and the command had to be 
withdrawn. 

In order to show that persons can go to Communion fre- 
quently, even in those circumstances which they allege prevent 
them, let us hear a few examples. 

The Roman empress Anna Eleonora of Mantua, wife of Fer- 
dinand II., used to go to Communion every Sunday during the 
lifetime of her husband, and three times a week afterwards. 

The Duke of Burgundy, co-regent with Louis XIV., king of 
France, went to Communion at least every fortnight, and with so 
much humility and recollection of thought that all who saw him 
were deeply edified. 

St. Francis Borgia, while yet living in the world, and viceroy 
of Catalonia, used to receive Communion every Sunday, for he 
believed that he could rule his viceroyalty the better by having 
for his friend the Ruler of rulers, the King of heaven and earth. 
No duty would ever keep him from his regular Communion. 





The Venerable Pere Eymard, 
Founder of the Fathers of the Blessed Sacrament. 





This holy man, who gave the first powerful impulse to the 
strong Eucharistic movement of our day, already as a child, 
manifested a striking devotion towards the Blessed Sacrament. 
His sister ten years older than himself communicated frequent- 
ly. ‘“‘You are very happy to be allowed to go to communion so 
often,’’ said the five year old boy one day to her, ‘‘won’t you 
offer it sometime for me?’’ ‘‘For you!’’ she exclaimed, much 
surprised. ‘“‘And what shall I ask of our dear Lord for you?’ 
The child answered: ‘‘That I may be very good, gentle, and 
pure, so that I may be a priest some day.”’ 

Once the little fellow was missing. After several hours 
search, he was discovered kneeling on a little stool before the 
altar in the parish church, his hands folded and his eyes fixed 
upon the tabernacle. When asked what he was doing there, he 
gave the remarkable answer: ‘‘I am close to Jesus, and am 
listening to Him.”’ 

His childish heart was soon inflamed with still greater love. 
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One day he went to the church and thinking no one saw him, took 
off his shoes, passed a rope round his neck, and holding a burning 
candle in his hand made humble reparation to the Heart of 
Jesus, despised and forgotten in the Blessed Sacrament. He 
was, however, surprised in the act, and for a long time was 
laughed at for his supposed folly. 





Che Heroic Fidelity of a Mother. 


An affecting story. 





About 150 years ago, an emigrant vessel carrying over 300 
passengers, left Havre to sail for America. Among these was a 
family comprising father, mother, and five small children; in 
far-away Canada they hoped to find a better home. A frightful 
hurricane arose, however, and dashed the old ship to pieces on 
some hidden cliffs. Nearly all the passengers perished, also the 
before-mentioned family were hurled into the angry billows; the 
mother having just had time to clasp the smallest child in her 
arms, while the others clung to her clothing, when the hurricane 
seized them and swept them into the sea like straws. A half 
hour later, the mother found herself upon a cliff which rose 
several feet above the water and afforded space for about ten 
persons. The gale had swept her, together with her youngest 
child, which she still held fast, upon this rock. Here she lay 
with broken limbs, suffering untold agonies, all alone, in the 
midst of the vast ocean; her husband and four children having 
found their grave in the waters, which incessantly dashed against 
the cliff upon which she lay. Why must she survive to endure 
the anguish of seeing her infant perish of hunger and thirst on 
this ridge, and then herself, too, fall a victim to starvation? 


A True Pelican. 


The poor child cried and sobbed; it was thoroughly drench- 
ed, and the poor mother had not even a stitch of dry clothing 
for it. It sought its bed, but found nothing except the breast of 
its mother; it clamored for food, always louder and more im- 
petuously, crept screaming about the mother, tugged at her 
dress, not knowing that thereby it increased the anguish of that 
heart-broken mother unspeakably. With great difficulty the 
poor, sorrowful woman rose to her feet to see if she could dis- 
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cern a ship in the distance, but no matter how intently she 
gazed, she saw nothing but the seething, foaming billows, and 
heard nothing but their roars and the moans of her child. She 
prays, she pleads, but appearently the heavenly Father heeds 
her no more than He did His Son on Mount Olivet; she must 
live through this Good Friday in order soon to celebrate Easter 
in heaven. She sees that the child will precede her in death, 
will starve miserably at her side:—suddenly she forms an heroic 
resolution; exhausted though she is, she throws herself across 
the sharpest crag of the rock and rubs her bosom against it with 
such violence that the blood gushes forth from her breast; then 
she approaches the mouth of the famished child to the wound, 
and feeds it with her flowing blood. The child drinks and falls 
asleep on the breast of her whom hunger, thirst, and fever-heat 
are hurrying on to death. On awaking it calls for food again: 
with superhuman effort the poor mother causes the blood to flow 
afresh, by repeating the former friction and satiates once more 
the child who has no idea of the pain and love of its mother. 


The Child’s Rescue. 


After two days an English vessel passes, lets down a boat 
and finds on the cliff the mother and screaming child with 
bloody lips and teeth. Thesailors notice at once the wound on 
the breast of the mother and the blood traces on the craggy 
summit, and guess what has taken place. They endeavor to 
restore the poor woman to life, but in vain; she remains cold 
and stiff. Amid tears and silent prayers, they lower the corpse 
into the ocean; the wailing child, however, for whose preserva- 
tion the mother sacrificed her blood and life, they take back 
with them to the ship. On reaching America, they entrusted 
the boy to anorphanage; here he grew to be a man, a sailor, 
whose whole life was spent amid storms and danger of death. 


Gratitude. 


Whenever his mother was spoken of in his presence, tears 
might be seen coursing down his weather-beaten face. When 
but a youth, his first voyage was made to the cliff on which he 
and his mother had been found. There, overcome by pain and 
grief, he cried out: ‘“‘Oh, poor, dear mother! why is it not 
permitted me, like other sons, to cheer and comfort your old 
age? Why at least cannot I stand at your grave and pray ?—I 
will, however, as often asI pass here, visit this cliff in order to 
kiss it, and to think of you.’’ The sailor erected an iron cross 
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on the spot, and often did he return at a great expense and 
even at the peril of his life, to that cliff; yet in his old age, he 
might have been seen weeping there. He yearned for death, 
but led a good, pious life, that hereafter he might meet his 
mother in the ranks of the blessed. 

Was this return of love which the sailor testified for his 
mother, too excessive? Did she not, by her heroic deed, merit 
this faithful remembrance? Would it not have been inhuman 
heartlessness had the son forgotten her who at such a great cost 
to herself had saved his life, and given himself up to the pleasures 
and amusements of this world? How would this seaman have 
honored and loved his mother, had the Lord raised her from the 
dead, and restored her to him? Would he have denied her any 
pleasure which it was in his power to procure for her? 


Still Greater Love. 


A love far greater than that of this mother, has really and 
without exaggeration been shown you by our divine Savior, so 
that this true occurrence is but a faint picture of the love Jesus 
bears to you. The stormy sea is a figure of the world, which in 
spite of its flattering promises and alluring pleasures, brings but 
death and perdition to its votaries. The rock on which the 
mother and child lay symbolizes the rock of Peter, the Church, 
in which our dear Savior constantly abides. Not that He remains 
there through compulsion or necessity, but voluntarily; through 
inexpressible love for us He dwells in the Tabernacle, silent, 
defenseless, more destitute of temporal goods than was that 
mother. The poor, helpless child is yourself, dearreader. Eter- 
nal death, merited not only by original sin, but yet more so by 
repeated actual transgressions, would inevitably have been your 
lot, had our loving Savior not shown you mercy. It was His 
deep compassion for you that urged Him to assume this death- 
like state; here He gives you, in spite of your numberless sins, 
not once only, but throughout your entire life, all His blood and 
His entire body. 

As that mother died in consequence of the love she bore her 
child, so the love of Jesus for you imposes upon Him a state of 
being akin to death. Only in this state of deepest annihilation 
can He be for you the food of eternal life. 








Xl 
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Receive the Holy Sacraments in Time. 


Those sick persons, who do not wish to receive the last 
Sacraments until the hour of their death, make a great mistake, 
for these holy sacraments not only help the soul, but frequently 
also relieve the pains of the body. 

A poor woman was stricken with a mortal illness. Three 
helpless children stood around her bed of pain. For weeks she 
had been tormented by terrible sufferings, but never were her 
pains so severe as to-day. The sick woman felt only too well 
that death was near. She did not fear to die, for before her 
sickness and even while still young, she had often thought of death 
and her life had been a constant preparation for her last hour, 
but at the thought of her three little children she was deeply 
moved and would have been thankful if her life were spared a 
few years longer. She expressed herself thus to the priest who 
had come to administer to her the last sacraments. The good 
priest replied: “Receive the Blessed Sacrament with a lively 
faith. I will then administer Extreme Unction; receive this also 
with the unshaken confidence, that, if it is according to the will 
of God, He will by means of this holy sacrament relieve the pains 
you suffer, for St. James writes: “‘Is any man sick among you, 
let him bring in the priests of the Church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick man, and the Lord shall 
raise him up, and if he be in sins, they shall be forgiven him. ’’ 

With lively faith and unshaken confidence in the help of God, 
she received our Lord and afterwards Extreme Unction, when 
lo! her pains gradually diminish and she begins to grow better. 
The sick lady recovered, slowly it is true, but the pains she had 
suffered never again returned with such violence. 

To-day she attends to her duties as before, praising God, 
Who is faithful to His promises, and helps those who confide in 
Him. To all sick and suffering Christians she says: ‘* Receive 
the last sacraments in time, with faith and confidence, and God 
will, if in His wisdom He finds it to be for you salvation, relieve 


your pains and help you.”’ 
Eichsfld. Blatt. 1883. 
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Heaven and Earth. 





Two men once came to the German Emperor Otto, and re- 
quested him to settle a dispute regarding a piece of land. This 
was not an easy task, for each one seemed to have a lawful claim 
to the inheritance. At last the monarch satisfied both in the fol- 
lowing manner : he gave all the land to one, and to the other, a 
sum of money equal in value to the land. 

Heaven and earth were at one time engaged in a dispute as 
to which had the right of possessing Jesus Christ. Both claimed 
the fullest right to God, the supreme Good. Heaven maintained, 
‘‘To me He belongs; here He has erected His eternal throne ; 
from here He descended to earth to bestow upon man the thirty- 
three years of His earthly existence. This time has now expired, 
and I long for his return.’’ Earth protested, saying: ‘‘Since the 
Son of God became man, He is mine; in mortal frame He lived 
here for thirty-three years; I nourished Him. Never did I pos- 
sess anything more precious, I will not part with Him.’’ And be- 
hold! God’s wisdom and love satisfied both heaven and earth : 
Jesus Christ ascended visibly into heaven, but remained invisibly 
upon earth. The angels adore Him at the right hand of His 
heavenly Father; mankind possesses and worships Him in the 
most Blessed Sacrament. Why should men on earth envy the 
inhabitants of heaven? A. deceased religious of her community 
once appeared to St. Teresa saying: ‘‘We in heaven and you on 
earth must resemble each other in love and gratitude towards 
God; for you possess under the sacramental veil Him whom we 
behold face to face in heaven.’’ 


Ai Child’s Prayer. 


In a school of Chambery there was a child eleven years of 
age, pure and innocent as one of God’s angels. With touching 
devotion he often prayed in the church before the Blessed Sac- 
rament. It happened that his father became dangerously ill. The 
child hastened to the priest and amid a torrent of tears begged 
him to help his father. ‘My child,’’ replied the priest, deeply 
moved, “‘I will take our dear Lord, the Holy Viaticum, to your 
father, and in the meantime go to the church and pray fervently 
to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, that He may, if it be His 
holy will, restore your father to health.’’ 








Xl 
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The pious child obeyed, and kneeling on the altar-steps 
prayed most fervently to our Divine Lord. He then rose and 
went home. His father was no better. A second time the child 
hastened to the priest and said to him: ‘‘Father, I have prayed 
but my father is no better.’’ ‘‘My child, pray more fervently,”’ 
answered the priest. And again the child knelt and prayed 
before the tabernacle. He then hurried home again, but still 
there was no change in his father’s condition. With tears in his 
eyes the child goes a third time to the priest and says: ‘‘Alas, 
Father, my prayers are of no avail.’’—At the good priest’s bid- 
ding the pious child once more returns tothe church and prays 
with truly angelic fervor before the Blessed Sacrament. With 
head bowed down he ceased not to weep and to pray: “‘O Jesus, 
if Thou wilt, Thou canst help my father.’’ Moments pass, one 
quarter of an hour succeeds another, the child still remains before 
the altar. The church door opens and some one enters. At last 
the child rises, intending to return home, when, as he turns 
round, he beholds his father kneeling in a pew, well and happy. 
He had himself gone to the church to bring his child home. Full 
of joy and gratitude they both knelt before the altar and from 
the depths of their hearts poured forth a fervent thanksgiving to 
God. Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament had again wrought one of 
His glorious miracles. 

‘“Behold, I am with you!’’ these consoling words of our 
Lord shine forth so clearly in these proofs of His divine love. He 
is really and substantially present with us, in the little village 
church as well as in the most splendid cathedral of the world. 
And if our Lord does not always give miraculous proofs of His 
presence, still from the tabernacle He daily and hourly distributes 
the most precious graces and blessings, consolation and assist- 
ance. The tabernacle then, should be the place we like to visit 
best, and Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament the object of our 


deepest reverence and adoration. 
Eichsfid. Volksbl. 1884. 


The Fate of an Tmpenitent Monarch. 





A striking instance of divine retribution overtaking those 
who make a sacrilegious communion is found in the annals of the 
ninth century. LothairII., the king of Lothringia, had put away 
his wife and taken in her place a young woman named Waldrade. 
Being, on account of this, excommunicated by the Pope, he went 








- 
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to Rome, promised amendment, and begged to be reconciled to 
the Church. He further petitioned that he might be allowed to 
assist at the Mass of His Holiness and receive from his hand the 
sacred bread. The Pope acceded to his request, but at the 
moment of communion he said aloud: ‘Prince, if thou art re- 
solved to forego all further intercourse with Waldrade, then, and 
then only, draw nigh to receive the sacrament of life; but if thy 
repentance is not sincere, do not presume to receive the body 
and blood of Christ, thy Lord, else thou wilt profane the Sacra- 
ment and render thy damnation sure.’’ The king, heedless of 
this warning, presented himself at the holy table, and his suite 
afterwards did the same. But the Pope said to each one indi- 
vidually, before communicating him: ‘“‘May the body of the 
Lord be to thee a pledge of eternal life, provided thou hast not 
been an accessory to thy ruler’s sin.’’ Some of the lords, con- 
science-smitten, withdrew on hearing these words; others boldly 
followed the king’s example. Scarcely had Lothair reached the 
town of Lucca on his return journey, than he and those of his 
suite who had received communion with him were attacked bya 
malignant fever. Their hair fell off, their skin peeled, and an 
interior fire consumed their vitals. They all died; last of all the 
king, after he had for some time beer unconscious and lost the 
power of speech. 




















Fiperetetion and Recommendation: I beg to say that your periodical of the 
Blessed Sacrament ‘‘Cabernacle and Purgatory’’ has my hearty approval 


and recommendation. 


St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905. > M. F. Burke. 


Mary is the Mother of God. 


This dignity of being the Mother of God, is the most sublime 
ever bestowed upon a creature. And who has thus exalted 
Mary? Who has conferred upon her such an inestimable dig- 
nity? Who other than God Himself, the Supreme Majesty? The 
Apostle St. Paul writes in his second Epistle to the Corinthians, 
(10, 18) that only he is approved whom God commendeth. How 
approved must, therefore, be the excellence of the most blessed 
Virgin, since the commendation bestowed on her by God con- 
sisted in nothing less than in being chosen from among all the 
daughters of Eve as the worthy mother of His only begotten 
Son. 

This is the most exalted dignity to which a created being has 
ever been elevated, and never will earth be capable of fathoming 
its greatness. To raise Mary to this height, it required the arm 
of the Almighty, (Luke 1, 51) and to endow her worthily for so 
sublime a dignity, the power of the Most High. 

When the Triune God destined and elevated a mortal virgin 
to the dignity of Mother of the Redeemer, the Father must of 
necessity, endow her with a plenitude of perfection suitable to 
such a dignity; and the Son, the Eternal Wisdom of God, in 
choosing her for His Mother, must bestow on her so much wisdom 
as was necessary to establish between Mother and Son a com- 
parative equality : namely, by imparting to her a certain immen- 
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’ 


sity of grace and of perfection,’’ says St. Bernardin, ‘‘so that as 
the Virgin gave Christ His human nature, so Christ, in a certain 
sense, divinized Mary. 

And the Holy Ghost who descended upon her in the Incarna- 
tion with all His fullness, must have conferred upon her such 
treasures of sanctity, as would fit her to receive the Holy of 
Holies in her most purewomb. And, in reality, Mary possessed, 
according to the declaration of the Archangel, such a fullness of 
grace, that she was worthy to become the Mother of God. And 
as after the Incarnation, during the many years of her life, she 
augmented these graces every moment by the most faithful co- 
operation, she must have reached at the end of her life, a state 
of perfection which can be admired but never fathomed. 

Only Mary herself, who had the happiness of experiencing 
the power of the Almighty, can comprehend the depth, height, 
and breadth of this state, and yet, according to St. Augustine, 
even she who conceived the Divine Word in her bosom, can 
neither fully express this mystery, nor thoroughly comprehend 
it. Who, therefore, will fully comprehend the dignity of the 
Mother of God? Richard of St. Lawrence, one of her most 
devoted servants, says: ‘“‘How great is the dignity which Mary 
possessess, is known only to the Creator, and no creature can 
conceive it.”’ 

St. Bonaventure exclaims: ‘‘God could have created a 
greater world, a more spacious heaven; but impossible it was for 
Him to exalt a creature to a greater excellence than to raise her 
to the dignity of Mother of God.’’ St. Anselm assures us that 
the very thought, Mary is the Mother of God, is so sublime, that 
it elevates the mind to the highest contemplation of which a 
created being is capable. St. Bernard declares that he fears 
nothing more than to speak of the dignity of the Mother of God, 
for her excellence cannot be explained. 

‘‘In order to express the sanctity and perfection of Mary, 
says St. Thomas of Villanova, ‘“‘it suffices to say of her with the 
Holy Gospel: It is she of whom is born Jesus.’’ The Mother of 
the Infinite partakes in a degree of the Infinite. St. Thomas of 
Aquin writes: ‘“‘Through this that Mary, the most Blessed 
Virgin, is the Mother of God, she draws, in a certain measure, 
an infinite dignity from the infinite Good which is God. For this 
reason nothing can be found which is more excellent than she, 
just as nothing can be found to surpass God in excellence.’’ Very 
appropriately, therefore, St. Basil of Seleucia exclaims: ‘‘Let 


” 
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everything honorable and exalted be said in praise of Mary, no 
one will ever outstep the limits of truth, never will any eulogy 
do justice to her greatness and dignity.’’ 





Che Blessed Servant of God, Hermann Contractus. 





He was born in the year 1013, and from his very birth his 
limbs were withered, so that he could not walk, but was obliged 
to pass almost his entire life in a sitting posture. If he wished 
to go from one place to another, he had to be supported and car- 
ried. His back was bent. He could neither read nor write nor 
do anything else without the greatest exertion.— But that of 
which Divine Providence had deprived him in the use of his limbs, 
was replaced by keenness of penetration and will power. At the 
age of seven years his parents placed him in the Monastery of 
Reichenau in Switzerland, where the Sons of St. Benedict had 
established a renowned school of learning, there to be instructed 
in the arts and sciences. Here he became so distinguished for 
his piety and learning, that notwithstanding his infirmities he was 
permitted to make his profession. 

From this time forward he was continually occupied in his 
cell with prayer and the composition of beautiful and useful 
books. He bore the pains and sufferings which never left him, 
with unshaken patience, yet always cherished the secret desire to 
be freed from his affliction and to enjoy the full use of his limbs. 
From his childhood he was accustomed to venerate the Blessed 
Virgin with childlike confidence, and begged of her with burning 
fervor to intercede for him that he might obtain the health of 
which he had so long been deprived.—But inspiteof his great 
confidence and fervent prayers, his petition was not granted. 
He remained sickly and paralytic throughout his life. However 
his prayer was not left without fruit. Mary poured sweet con- 
solation into his heart, obtained for him cheerfulness and joy in 
all his sufferings, and especially a wonderful clearness and pene- 
tration in the science of salvation, As thanksgiving for these 
favors, and for his own consolation as well as for that of all those 
in suffering and sorrow, he composed that most beautiful prayer, 
the ‘‘Salve Regina,’’ which reads as follows : 





‘ 
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Hail holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and 
our hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve. To 
thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. 
Come, then, our Advocate; oh, turn onus those pitying eyes of thine, 
= after this our exile show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, 

esus. 


The last words: O clement, O pious, O sweet Virgin Mary, were 
added by St. Bernard. 

The Venerable Hermann was therefore the first from whose 
love-glowing heart this prayer so full of consolation ascended to 
the throne of the August Queen of Heaven, and since then it 
has been said with delight by millions of her faithful children. 
Hermann was forty-one years old, and died peacefully in the 


Lord in the year 1054. 
Trithemius. 





Che Salve Regina, the Favorite Prayer cf the Servants of Mary. 


HE ‘Salve Regina’’ was so dear to St. Alphonsus Ligouri 
that he wrote a special book entitled ‘‘Glories of Mary”’ 
about it, in which he explains the contents of this 
prayer in a manner most touching and consoling. He 
says of this great prayer, that it is approved by the Church, and 
required by her to be recited the greater part of the year by all 
the clergy, secular and regular, and that the mercy and power of 
Mary are wonderfully set forth therein. 

St. Bonaventure loved to pray the Salve Regina and com- 
posed a special treatise concerning it. S¢. Bernard extols this 
prayer in many discourses, and the Venerable Francis Retza of 
the Order of St. Dominic wrote three very learned books about 
it. While composing these books he always recited or chanted 
the Salve Regina before commencing his work, and saluted Mary 
with this hymn when going from one place to another. Even 
when only hearing the name of Mary mentioned, the Salve 
flowed spontaneously from his lips. Before his death, which 
occurred in the eighty-fourth year of his age, on the feast of our 
Lady’s Nativity, he once more sang the Salve Regina in a sweet, 
melodious voice. 

Our Strength at the Hour of Death. 

On the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, St. 
Gertrude chanted the ‘“‘Salve Regina’’ after Compline in the 
choir. At the words: ‘“‘Come, then, our Advocate,” she saw 
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the Blessed Virgin inclining towards her, by which she under- 
stood, that when we invoke her devoutly as our advocate, her 
maternal tenderness is so moved, that she cannot fail to assist 
us. When the words “turn on us those pitying eyes of thine,” 
were sung, our Blessed Lady inclined the eyes of her Son to- 
wards the earth, saying, ““These are my merciful eyes, which I 
incline towards all who invoke me devoutly, and from them they 
obtain the abundant fruit of eternal salvation.’’ 

Then the Saint was taught by our Lord to salute His Blessed 
Mother, at least once daily, with the words, ‘‘Come, then, our 
Advocate; oh, turn on us those pitying eyes of thine,’’ assuring 
her that she would thereby obtain great consolation at the hour 
of her death.—St. Gertrude then offered to our Lady a hundred 
and fifty Hail Marys, beseeching her to assist her by her mater- 
nal tenderness at the hour of death; and each word which she 
repeated appeared like a piece of gold, which our Lord offered 
to His Mother, who used it for the help and consolation of the 
Saint, zz order to strengthen her in the hour of death, and to 
shield her before the dreadful judgement seat of God. 

The devout Reparata of the order of St. Francis, usually 
saw the Blessed Virgin in the midst of her sisters, going to and 
fro while they were chanting the ‘Salve Regina’’ and manifest- 
ing great pleasure in listening to the singing. Reparata was so 
moved at this sight that she fell upon her knees before the 
August Queen of Heaven. Her superioress seeing this, question- 
ed her as to her singular conduct. Hereupon Reparata, being 
obliged by obedience, revealed what she had seen. 

“Turn Chine Eyes of Mercy Cowards Us.’’ 

Since this beautiful prayer is so pleasing to our Blessed Lady 
and so agreeable to her Divine Son, repeat it gladly, Christian 
soul, as often as you can, at least every evening before going to 


sleep, and when you say the words: ‘“‘7urn thine eyes of mercy 
towards us,” beseech Mary not to forsake you in the hour of 
your death. St. Anselm says: ‘Those towards whom Mary 


turns her eyes, and for whom she prays, must necessarily par- 
take of eternal glory.’’ Say this prayer, however, with heartfelt 
devotion, and you will never do so without profit. 

St. John of God was once praying before the picture of our 
Lady of Guadalupe, and saluted her reverently, saying the 
‘““Salve.’’ At the words: ‘“‘7urn thine eyes of mercy towards 
us,” the curtain with which the holy picture is usually covered, 
was suddenly raised, and Mary looked lovingly upon him. The 
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sacristan hearing the noise, hastened to the spot, and seeing the 
curtain drawn from the picture and John kneeling before it, 
believed he was a thief who had stolen in to rob the holy image 
of its treasures. 

He, therefore, overwhelmed the Saint with abusive language, 
beat and kicked him, and tried to drive him out of the church. 
But at the same moment the foot which he had raised against 
the Saint was withered, and he sank to the floor half-dead. The 
Saint seeing this, stooped compassionately over the unhappy 
man, telling him that he should recite the Salve Regina with all 
possible devotion. The sacristan did this and before his prayer 
was ended, he arose, his limbs perfectly restored. 


The Salve Regina Seven Times. 


It is related in the life of St. Philip Neri, that a person 
addicted to the vice of impurity, came to make his confession to 
him. The Saint received him with great love and kindness, and 
after listening to the recital of his debaucheries, said to him 
kindly: ‘‘I will not ask much of you, I invite you only to place 
your confidence in the Mother of divine grace, to say the Salve 
Regina seven times every day and as often to kiss the ground, 
saying each time: ‘“‘It is possible that I may die soon.’’ From 
this time forward he led a Christian life and fourteen years later, 
died a-holy death, filled with gratitude and love for Mary, his 
good Mother. 

Some years ago a missionary accompanied by some students, 
was on his way to a certain place, the road to which passed 
through a dense forest. Suddenly they heard the roaring of a 
lion near them in the thicket. Fear and terror seized them all 
and they believed themselves lost. The good missionary, how- 
ever, confided in the assistance of Mary. He intoned the Salve 
Regina with his companions, when behold, the lion departed and 
they went safely on their way. 

The devout Monk Czesarius of Haisterbach relates that a 
priest was delivered from the fear of lightning and storms by the 
Salve Regina. Our Lady appeared to him as he was praying at 
the altar, and said to him: “Love to say the Salve Regina 
often, and the lightning and storms which you fear so much will 
do you no harm.” 
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The Venerable Nicholas Lancicius. 


The father of Nicholas had renounced the Catholic religion 
and embraced Calvinism. So it happened that the boy often 
heard his teachers and the friends of his father represent the 
Catholic Church as most obnoxious and odious. This instilled 
into his mind such a hatred for Catholics that he often took off 
his cravat, intending to express thereby that he was ready to die 
for the Calvin heresy. 

When later on he pursued his studies at the university of 
Vilna, he had ample opportunity to compare the conduct of his 
calvinistic teachers with the moral purity of the Jesuits, by whom 
the institution was directed. The beauty and dignity of the Cath- 
olic worship, the piety of the students, and the eloquent sermons 
of the celebrated Father Peter Skarza, made a salutary impression 
on his young heart. When in addition to this he was one day 
favored with an extraordinary interior light, which revealed to 
him the truth of Catholic religion, he resolved, though no one had 
spoken to him on the subject, to return to the bosom of the one 
and only Church founded by Jesus Christ. Having made a gen- 
eral confession, abjured his former errors, and on his name-day 
received the most holy Sacrament of the Altar, he felt such 
happiness, that he was desirous to renounce the world, and to do 
great things for the love of Jesus Christ. 


Requests to be Received into the Order. 

His first step was to make a vow of perpetual chastity before 
a picture of the Immaculate Mother of God, then he applied to 
the Jesuits for admission into their order. But he received the 
unexpected answer that he must not hope to be admitted into 
the Society before he had converted his aged father, and brought 
him back to the Catholic religion. The poor youth, realizing 
how difficult it would be to fulfill this condition, placed all his 
confidence in prayer and the power of divine grace. An illness 
which threatened his life about this time, became the means of 
preparing the way thereto in a wonderful manner. On the feast 
of St. Nicholas the aged father sat at the bed-side of his only son 
and thus addressed him: ‘‘To-day is your name-day, how gladly 
would I rejoice you with a little gift, in order to testify, my love 
for you. But instead I am overcome with sorrow and grief, as I 
can give you no consolation in your illness.’’ 

Wins His Father. 
“‘O best of fathers!’’ replied the youth, “‘it lies in your 
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power to give me something which will not only rejoice me 
supremely, but will make me happy for my whole life and per- 
haps even restore me to health. The father joyfully promised 
to do whatever he desired. ‘‘I request and conjure you by the 
salvation of your soul and mine,”’ said Nicholas, “‘that you give 
your heart to Jesus Christ as I did, that you abjure the errors of 
Calvinism and that you return to the old Catholic faith.’’—The 
father was surprised and touched; as he did not wish to grieve the 
sick boy by a refusal, he promised to consider the matter for three 
days. When this period of time had elapsed the son renewed his 
request, and amid tears besought the father so persuasively, that 
he finally yielded, received instructions, and in due time renounced 
his errors. 

This filled the youth with such joy that he soon recovered, and 
now confidently hoped to be admitted into the order. But the 
Provincial declared this could not be done until he had received 
his father’s permission. Although Nicholas was the only son and 
heir and the last descendant of the family, the father could not 
resist his son’s entreaties, but gave his consent and at last Nicholas 
was received into the order. 


Special Assistance of the Mother of God. 


With what earnestness this youth strove, from the first day 
of his entrance into religion, to lead a life of perfection, what great 
and important services he rendered the order, how much good has 
been accomplished in souls by his writings,—all this we will pass 
over in silence. Let it suffice to say that he followed his divine 
Master most faithfully, and for the attainment of this, relied prin- 
cipally on the assistance of the Mother of God. 

With all the tenderness of a child for its mother, did Nicholas 
love the Blessed Virgin, the Mother of fair Love. He not only 
prayed the rosary daily, but was accustomed to carry it continually 
in his hand. When he passed up and down in his room, and each 
time the clock struck, he recited the little prayer: Nos cum prole 
pia benedicat Virgo Maria. (May the Virgin Mary, with her loving 
child bless us.) His writings throughout express tender devo- 
tion to the Queen of heaven and filial confidence in her powerful 
intercession. He portrays her prerogatives in the most glowing 
language, and points out the manner of honoring Mary. He also 
made a special vow always to defend the Immaculate Conception, 
and ever had the most forcible arguments for its defence in 
readiness; forhe was not so fortunate to live inan age when the 
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Mystery of the Immaculate Conception of Mary had already 
become an article of faith. 
Apparition of Our Lady. 


As a reward for all this, the Queen of heaven bestowed upon 
him her favor in a very special manner. More than once, as he 
himself acknowledged, she appeared to him. This the following 
will show. Father Nicholas having thoroughly searched the Ro- 
man archives, in order to learn all the particulars concerning the 
life of St. Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, he was for this reason 
appointed by the General of the order, to explain all perplexing 
questions that might arise during the process of the canonization 
of St. Ignatius. When the last congregation concerning the en- 
rollment of St. Ignatius in the catalogue of the saints was in 
progress, it was ordained that prayers should be offered in the 
various celebrated churches of Rome. 

Whilst Father Nicholas was giving himself up to prayer in 
the church of St. Chrisogonus, and imploring the Mother of God 
for her intercession, she suddenly stood before him, her counte- 
nance above all imagination beautiful and ravishing. She revealed 
to him that just then the sacred congregation had pronounced the 
final decision confirming the canonization of St. Ignatius. Filled 
with joy, Father Nicholas immediately communicated this to the 
General. On the following day the latter received the decision 
of the sacred congregation, and as a token of gratitude, he 
presented Father Nicholas Lancicius with a precious relic of their 
holy founder. This the good father carried about his person dur- 
ing the remainder of his life. 


RA Letter to the Mother of God. 


On another occasion Father Nicholas wrote a letter to the 
Mother of God in which he presented the following petitions: 
First, that he might obtain the grace to lead a holy life ; secondly, 
that he might gain many souls for God ; thirdly, that he might be 
permitted to enter heaven without passing through purgatory. 
He gave this letter to a fellow-religious who was about to visit a 
celebrated shrine of the Blessed Virgin. While there, the same 
said holy Mass at the altar of our Lady, but before commencing, 
he laid Father Nicholas’ letter at the feet of the miraculous 
statue. After completing the holy Sacrifice, the priest was about 
to take the letter again, when, to his surprise, he could find no 
trace of it, in spite of the search. Father Nicholas who was at 
home in the college, saw in spirit what was going on at the shrine 
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of Mary four miles away. While he was thinking it over, he 
suddenly noticed his letter written to the Blessed Virgin, lying 
open on the table before him, and these words added: Quae 
petiisti, impetrasti. (Thou shalt receive what thou hast peti- 


tioned. ) 
After the venerable servant of our Lady had wrought inesti- 


mable good, he was, at the age of 87, thrown upon his bed of 
death. He had before—hand already requested that when dying, 
the holy Bible, the rules of his order, and the decrees of the 
Council of Trent should be placed under his pillow, together with 
his little book of spiritual exercises, signed with his blood, to 
testify that he would die joyfully in the holy Catholic faith, in the 
Society of Jesus, with all the acts of piety which he had noted 
down and which he offered irrevocably to the most Holy Trinity, the 
Blessed Virgin and all the Saints, for the exclusive honor and 
glory of God. When the last moment had come, he closed his 
eyes, crossed his hands on his breast and calmly and joyfully 
breathed forth his soul. 





AA Miraculous Candie. 


In the year 1095, the City of Arras was visited by a most 
terrible epidemic, which continued to rage throughout different 
parts of France until the close of the eleventh and the beginning 
of the twelfth century, everywhere producing the most woeful 
devastation. This pestilence was termed the ‘“‘fiery disease,’’ or 
the ‘‘black death,’’ for all who fell a victim to it, felt as though 
being consumed by fire interiorly and exteriorly, in their entrails 
and in their limbs. This fire left upon the skin of the sufferer 
spots resembling such as would be produced by the application of 
red-hot coals. Nearly all who were attacked by this fearful 
plague, died amid great torments; and those who survived, were 
lamed and crippled in all their blackened and dried-up limbs. 

The city of Arras suffered most severely from this pestilence. 
The plague-stricken died by the hundreds; soon the number of 
the living did not suffice to bury the dead. Terror, mourning and 
despair reigned throughout the city. In this dire calamity the 
inhabitants raised their eyes, hearts and hands in supplication to 
the Mother of mercy, whom the Church invokes as, “‘Health of 
the sick.’’ Novenas were held, pilgrimages made, and every- 
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where prayers ascended to the Queen of heaven. And Mary did 
not turn a deaf ear to these entreaties. She deigned to appear 
to two men, one named Ithar of Brabant, the other Peter Nor- 
‘man. Both had for a long time been intimate friends, but since 
Norman had killed Ithar’s brother in a duel, they were deadly 


enemies. 
Two Deadly Enemies. 


Each individually, the Blessed Virgin commissioned to go to 
Bishop Lambert of that city and tell him to be prepared to 
receive from her hands on the following Saturday a miraculous 
candle, upon which depended the health of the city. Norman 
first went to the Bishop and related the apparition; but the 
latter considered it merely a dream and gave the matter no 
more attention. Meanwhile Ithar, without knowing anything of 
Norman's vision, also came to deliver his message. Surprised, 
the Bishop told him of Norman’s having been sent on the same 
errand. ‘“‘What? Norman!” exclaimed Ithar, ‘“‘the murderer of 
my brother? He must die by my hand.’’ The Bishop understood 
at once that just these two men had been commissioned to appear 
before him, not by accident, but in a providential manner and 
tried to reconcile Ithar’s hate by requesting him to pardon his 
enemy after the example of Christ. And behold! through love 
for his Savior Ithar forgave Norman from his heart. 

The Blessed Virgin Presents the Miraculous Candle. 

Hereupon the Bishop arranged that a universal procession be 
held on the Saturday specified by the Blessed Virgin. At the 
moment when the long line of persons entered the basilica, the 
whole multitude saw the Mother of God descending as it were 
from the steeple of our Lady’s Church. She held a beautiful 
candle in her hand, which on reaching the earth, she presented 
to the two above mentioned men, who, in turn, handed it to the 
Bishop. He received it with tears of joy, and at the same 
instant it was made known to him how to apply it for the health 
of his amazed flock. He immediately carried out the inspiration. 
Drops of wax from the miraculous candle were dripped into 
water which was given to the sick, who were thereby cured 
instantaneously. Another surprising property of this candle was 
that it burned for 500 years, that is until the year 1627, without 
being consumed, yes, even without decreasing, although a great 
number of small candles had been made from the wax which had 
trickled down, as is related by the author of the Chronicles of 
the Blessed Virgin. 
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As a Solemn Commemoration. 


To commemorate this event a feast in perpetuity was insti- 
tuted in Arras to be celebrated each year on the Sunday during 
the octave of Corpus Christi. Also a Confraternity was organiz- 
ed, whose members were known as the Confraternity ‘‘des 
ardents’’ (of the burning) and who held their assemblies in the 
chapel in which the miraculous candle was preserved. 

This feast which Bishop Lambert instituted, is considered as 
one of the greatest in the city of Arras. On the eve the great 
bell peals forth the coming feast, and beneath the tower musical 
instruments play to commemorate, no doubt, the descent of our 
Lady from this very tower in presence of the assembled mul- 
titude. 

On the day itself, the nobility and other distinguished per- 
sonages of the city, riding on horse-back bring the above 
mentioned holy candle to the church of our Lady, beneath a 
magnificent canopy. After this prayers are recited and offerings 
made, whereupon the candle is returned with the same solemnity 
to its usual place, a chapel built in the form of a pyramid, where 
the Confraternity ‘‘des ardents’’ then assemble. Pope Sixtus IV. 
subjected the whole event to a rigid examination, and ordered an 
authentic record of the occurrence. In the year 1597, Pope 
Clement VIII. issued a bull granting rich indulgences to those 
who would visit the above mentioned chapel of the Confraternity 
“des ardents.’’ It is said that St. Bernard journeyed expressly 
to Arras to see the candle. 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decree of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 





Ceachings of the Church in the Fourth Century 
Concerning the Assistance, Which the Living can Render to the Sonls in Purgatory. 





AINT Athanasius, Patriarch of Alexandria and renowned 
defender of our holy religion, exhorts the faithful to great 
tenderness for the poor souls. For this purpose he makes 
use of acharming similitude: ‘‘As the vine which blooms 
in the vineyard, has communicated its strength and the fragrance 
of its blossoms even to the wine in the cellar, so that the latter 
in its own way blooms and sheds fragrance, ferments and evap- 
orates: thus do the suffering souls, imprisoned in the bosom of 
the earth, perceive the perfume of our prayers and the sweet odor 
of the Unbloody Sacrifice offered for them, so that by these they 
are greatly consoled and the sooner ascend to heaven.”’ 


5 





$t. Ambrose. 
When this great Bishop preached the funeral oration of the 
Emperor Theodosius, he said weeping: ‘‘I have loved this good 


Prince, and therefore I will accompany him with my tears and 
my prayers till to the land of the living. I will not desert him, 
until I have led him to the place, which his merits have deserved 
for him, upon the holy mountain of God, where there is life eter- 
nal.’’ Thus also he spoke of the Emperors Valentinian and 
Gratian, and of his brother Satyrus and of all his friends. He 
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promises them his tears, prayers, and Masses; again and again he 
promises that so long as his heart beats in his breast, so long as 
he is able to raise his hands and eyes heavenward, he will never 
forget them and that he believes he cannot spend his life better, 
than in consoling the friends of God, the poorsouls. This is true 
love, that love which our deceased relatives and friends long for. 


The Council of Carthage. 


This council, which was presided over by St. Augustine, or- 
dained, that if anyone was lost at sea, he should be aided by 
sacrifice and prayer. The Dukes of Bretagne later on built 
monasteries on several islands in the ocean, that servants of God 
should pray day and night for those who were buried beneath 
the waves. Can the benevolence of those be too much admired, 
who have founded Masses in perpetuity for those forsaken souls, 
who have neither friends nor relatives here on earth to come to 
their aid. It is said that there is a certain fluid, which, if poured 
out upon the human body, burns, but causes no pain. Oh, if 
this mystery were known in purgatory! But believe me, dear 
reader, there is no better fluid to relieve the poor souls than your 
tears, no better prescription than your alms-deeds, no more effica- 
cious remedy than the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


St. Cyril of Jerusalem. 


His words are excellent when he says: ‘“‘When we offer 
the Sacrifice, we pray for the universal peace of the Church 
and of the state, for the king and his armies, for our relatives, 
for the sick and the sorrowful, and for all those who stand in need 
of help. We also pray for those of our brethren, who have gone 
before us, being convinced, that they will receive consolation 
through the prayers of this holy and sublime Sacrifice, which I 
shall make clear to you by a similitude. 

A king condemned to banishment some of his subjects who 
had offended him. Their friends and relatives came to make in- 
tercession for them and offered their sovereign precious gifts, for 
example, a diadem of great value. Do you not think that the 
king would show mercy to the offenders, or at least lessen their 
punishment? Thus do we address our petitions to God for the 
poor souls, although they were sinners, that He, who is so full of 
kindness and mercy may be favorably inclined towards them, as 
well as towards us.’’ It is as though the great bishop wished to 
say: Let us not entertain ourselves strewing flowers upon their 
graves and decorating them with garlands, but let us take the 
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whole Jesus Christ with all His infinite merits, and make an offer- 
ing of Him to the Eternal Father. He cannot refuse us anything, 
if we offer Him the gift which we have received from Him, and 
which is equal to Himself. 

$t. Ephrem. 

When St. Ephrem, the great teacher of theology and orna- 
ment of the desert, was on the point of breathing forth his last 
sigh, he said to those who were his brethren and his disciples: 
‘“‘Approach, my brethren, take my rigid members and prepare 
yourselves to bury them, for my strength leaves me. When my 
soul has departed from my body, accompany it with your prayers. 
Sing psalms and offer the Holy Sacrifice for me, a wretched 
creature. And lastly have the charity to remember me also on 
the thirtieth day, because the dead receive great alleviation - 
through the prayers and sacrifices of the living.’’ 

These words almost rent the hearts of those present. They 
could not behold without astonishment, that one of the most 
sainted hermits that ever lived, accounted himself of so little 
worth, and recommended himself with so much humility to the 
prayers of his brethren. 


Faith Rewarded. 





“One day, in the month of July,’’ we read in the Almanac 
of the Souls in Purgatory, 1881, ‘“‘I met one of the members of 
our Association. He was a man of an amiable disposition, and 
remarkable for his piety and his devotion to good works. He 
was a merchant of good standing, engaged in a respectable 
business. 

“*Like many others, however, he had seen bad days; and to 
the common-place question, ‘How goes business?’ he replied : 
‘Ah! badly enough; I can hardly pay expenses, and I am doubly 
unfortunate. I had a house which brought me in two or three 
hundred dollars a year, and I have had the misfortune of being 
unable to rent it this year, so that, losing on all sides, I find my- 
self a good deal embarrassed.’—‘Will you allow me,’ said I, ‘to 
give you a little advice? Promise to help the poor souls in pur- 
gatory by works of charity in case you have the good fortune to 
rent your house. It will be, as it were, the tithe of your rent. 
We too often forget that we owe to Our Lord a part of what He 
gives us so freely. It is, nevertheless, only an offering that we 
make Him of His own goods; and, at the same time, an act of 
gratitude, for that He has deigned to giveittous. Furthermore, 
it is an act of homage, an acknowledgment of His supremacy. 
And we shall derive the more profit from it according as we do 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 31 


it with a good heart. Besides all that, you have the additional 
happiness of assisting your relatives and friends who are suffering 
in the flames of purgatory.’ 

“This little exhortation seemed to strike him to whom it 
was addressed, and, as if awaking from a long lethargy, he sud- 
denly said: ‘Why did I not think of that before? I promise’ 
added he, ‘five dollars for the souls in purgatory, if I finda 
tenant.’ 

“This eagerness to do good, this species of regret for not 
having done it sooner, this pious disposition which makes us 
desire to relieve those who are in affliction, must have been very 
pleasing to God, for, within a week the gentleman came to me 
with the information, that he had rented his house to a manufact- 
urer from the country, who had just had the misfortune of being 
burned out and seeing his house by chance, came to ask his terms, 
and they agreed at once. The tenant was to take possession the 
following week. 

“‘A week passed, even a month, then two;—at length 
I happened again to meet my friend, whom I almost sus- 
pected of having forgotten his promise. ‘Ah!’ said he, ‘I am 
worse off than ever, and I was so sure of having rented my 
house. ’—‘ How! did that person not come back, then?’—‘No, 
and I thought him such an honest man! The disappointment 
has been a great loss to me.’—‘Write to him, then, threatening 
to make him responsible for the whole rent. But, better than 
that, wait still, and have confidence; the holy souls cannot fail 
to bring the matter to a favorable issue. It is, perhaps, a want 
of faith on your part which has delayed the fulfillment of the 
contract.’ 

“‘Three days had scarcely passed when I again saw our As- 
sociate. ‘This time,’ said he, ‘I come to pay; my tenant has 
arrived. ’—‘But he has made you lose five or six weeks’ rent.’— 
‘Not so; he is, just as Ithought, an honorable, upright man. He 
arrived two days ago. ‘It was I that hired your house,’ said he, 
‘and I come to take possession of it.’—‘Mr.....,’ saidI, ‘I 
am very glad, but I expected you sooner.’—'It is true I was to 
have come before now, but was prevented from doing so by im- 
portant business. How long is it since I rented your house ?’— 
‘Just nine weeks.’—‘It is only right, then, that I should pay you 
for the time I have made you lose;’ then handing me a sum of 
money, ‘there’ said he, ‘is the amount coming to you; and now, 
my family arrive to-morrow, so we take possession at once of 
your house, and your rent shall be paid regularly.’ 

‘**So there is an end to my anxiety, and you cannot believe 
how happy I am in bringing you the trifling sum I promised; but 
while keeping my promise, I thank you very sincerely for the 
confidence wherewith you inspired me in the holy souls. May 
God bless you for it !’’’— 
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Six Times a Year. 

Our humble booklet “Tabernacle and Purgatory” has 
received so warm a welcome, that we have resolved to is- 
sue it in the future six times a year instead of four times, 
as heretofore. We feel convinced that this information will 
please our subscribers, for repeatedly the wish has been 
expressed: ‘‘If the booklet would only come oftener.”’ 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” will, therefore, appear every 
two months in the future, and we will consider it a favor if 
our readers will inform us at once if they do not receive it 
promptly, or if any mistake has otherwise been made. 

We also beg our kind readers to continue assisting 
our work, for the honor of our Lord in the Holy Euchar- 
ist and for the consolation of the holy souls in purgatory, 
by procuring new subscribers. 


Ww 
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Five Thousand Dollars. 


As we shall be obliged to meet heavy expenses this 
year, we wish to borrow five thousand dollars for the 
space of five or ten years. It would be very acceptable, 
if we could borrow this sum at 4 per cent. 


Remembrance for First Communicants. 


As a remembrance for first communicants, we would highly 
recommend ‘“‘The Beautiful Instructions of the Bl. Cure of Ars.’’ 
They are very instructive and written in such simple language, 
that every child is able to understand them and to read them 


with profit. 
Handsomely bound, with gold title on cover, 45 cts. 
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_ Application has been made to the Department for entry of this pub- 
lication as second-class matter. 














further Circulation. 


RANA AAR 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” is published by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., 
under the direction of their Reverend Spiritual Director. 
This periodical is especially intended to promote the 
honor and glory of the Most Holy Eucharist, a mystery, 
which is truly our greatest treasure on earth, and which 
contains in itself all power, beauty and loveliness. 

In our days, when mankind is animated with such 
eagerness to obtain temporal goods, it is necessary, that a 
better knowledge of the one true Good, Jesus Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament, be spread among the faithful, 
that the love for our Lord in the Tabernacle may be en- 
kindled ever more and more. 

Furthermore, our periodical shall often remind the 
reader of the greatness and severity of the sufferings 
of the poor souls, in order to awaken in his heart 
a tender compassion and toencourage him to render them 
effectual assistance by prayer, alms and other good works, 
but especially by Holy Communionand the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

Whosoever zealously endeavors to circulate this pe- 
riodical does a good work, for he assists in spreading a 
better knowledge of the Holy Eucharist and contributes 
towards enkindling a greater love for our Lord in the Bless- 
ed Sacrament. He also performs a charitable act towards 
the holy souls in purgatory. 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ is published bi-month- 
ly or six timesa year. The proceeds will be applied to the 
beautifying and maintenance of the Adoration Chapel. 
Subscription 50 cts. a year. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 


Clyde, Missouri. 















